Purpose
The purpose of this discussion is to help you critically evaluate how research findings are communicated to different audiences. In public administration, research does not end with analysis; it must be translated into clear, credible, and actionable reports. This assignment asks you to apply Chapter 15 concepts by examining how audience, tone, structure, and format shape the way findings are presented.
Learning Outcomes
By completing this discussion, you will:
· Analyze how the audience influences the research reporting style and structure
· Distinguish between academic and nonacademic reporting approaches
· Apply principles of effective reporting to real-world public administration contexts
Criteria
Your initial post should demonstrate:
· Clear understanding of Chapter 15 concepts
· Application of reporting principles to a realistic public administration scenario
· Thoughtful analysis rather than summary
You must also respond substantively to at least two classmates.
Task
Imagine you completed a research study (evaluation, survey, or qualitative project) for a public agency or nonprofit organization.
You must now prepare two versions of your findings:
· Version A: A detailed report for a funding organization (academic-style format)
· Version B: A short executive summary for elected officials or community stakeholders (nonacademic format)
In your initial post (approximately 300 words), address the following:
1. What would change between Version A and Version B?
(Consider tone, structure, statistical detail, visuals, and length.)
2. What must remain the same across both versions to maintain integrity and transparency?
3. Identify one risk in reporting (e.g., misinterpretation, overuse of statistics, confidentiality issues) and explain how you would address it.

